
VIRGINIA RACING COMMISSION 
 
11 VAC 10-20-220. Assignment of racing days. 
 
   A.  Gener al l y.  The commi ssi on shal l  pr ompt l y consi der  a r equest  
f or  r aci ng days and assi gn r aci ng days t o a l i censee.  
 
   B.  Consi der at i on of  r equest s.  Upon r ecei pt  of  a r equest  f or  
assi gnment  or  r evi s i on of  r aci ng days,  t he commi ssi on shal l  
consi der  t he r equest  at  i t s  next  r egul ar  meet i ng,  whi ch i s 
schedul ed 15 days af t er  r ecei pt  of  a r equest ,  and may,  i n i t s 
di scr et i on,  assi gn t he r aci ng days as r equest ed,  modi f y t he 
r equest ,  deny t he r equest ,  or  hol d a publ i c hear i ng pur suant  t o 
t he f ol l owi ng pr ocedur es.  
 
      1.  I f  t he commi ssi on deems a hear i ng i s appr opr i at e,  t he 
commi ssi on shal l  send wr i t t en not i ce t o t he l i censee and gi ve due 
not i ce of  t he publ i c hear i ng.  The not i ce must  i ncl ude a br i ef  
descr i pt i on of  t he r equest ,  a st at ement  t hat  per sons wi shi ng t o 
par t i c i pat e may do so i n wr i t i ng,  t he t i me and pl ace of  any 
publ i c hear i ng on t he r equest ,  and t he ear l i est  and l at est  dat e 
whi ch t hat  t he commi ssi on may act .  
       
      2.  The l i censee wi l l  be af f or ded t he oppor t uni t y t o make an 
or al  pr esent at i on,  and t he l i censee or  i t s r epr esent at i ve shal l  
be avai l abl e t o answer  i nqui r i es by t he commi ssi oner s.  
       
      3.  Any af f ect ed par t i es,  i ncl udi ng hor semen,  br eeder s,  
empl oyees of  t he l i censee,  r epr esent at i ves of  ot her  st at e and 
l ocal  agenci es wi l l  be af f or ded t he oppor t uni t y t o make or al  
pr esent at i ons.  The publ i c may be af f or ded t he oppor t uni t y t o make 
or al  pr esent at i ons and shal l  be gi ven t he oppor t uni t y t o submi t  
wr i t t en comment s.  
       
      4.  I f ,  af t er  a r equest  i s r ecei ved,  t he commi ssi on 
det er mi nes t hat  addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on f r om t he l i censee i s 
necessar y t o f ul l y  under st and t he r equest ,  t he commi ssi on shal l  
di r ect  t he l i censee t o submi t  addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on.  
 
      5.  I f  t he commi ssi on f ur t her  det er mi nes i t  i s  necessar y f or  
a f ul l  under st andi ng of  a r equest ,  t he commi ssi on shal l  r equest  
t he l i censee or  a per son submi t t i ng comment s t o appear  bef or e t he 
commi ssi on.  The commi ssi on shal l  r equest  t he appear ance i n 
wr i t i ng at  l east  f i ve days i n advance.  
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      6.  I f  a l i censee f ai l s t o compl y wi t h t he f or egoi ng,  t he 
commi ssi on may deny t he r equest  f or  r aci ng days.  
       
      7.  A r ecor d of  t he pr oceedi ngs shal l  be kept ,  ei t her  by 
el ect r oni c means or  by cour t  r epor t er ,  and t he r ecor d shal l  be 
mai nt ai ned unt i l  any t i me l i mi t s f or  any subsequent  cour t  appeal s 
have expi r ed.  
             
      8.  Thr ee or  mor e member s of  t he commi ssi on ar e suf f i c i ent  
t o hear  t he pr esent at i ons.  I f  t he chai r man of  t he commi ssi on i s 
not  pr esent ,  t he commi ssi oner s shal l  choose one f r om among t hem 
t o pr esi de over  t he hear i ng.  
       
   C.  Cr i t er i a f or  assi gnment  of  r aci ng days.  The commi ssi on,  i n 
maki ng i t s det er mi nat i on,  must  consi der  t he success and i nt egr i t y 
of  hor se r aci ng;  t he publ i c heal t h and saf et y,  and wel f ar e;  
publ i c i nt er est ,  necessi t y and conveni ence;  as wel l  as t he 
f ol l owi ng f act or s:  
         
      1.  The i nt egr i t y of  t he l i censee;  
         
      2.  The f i nanci al  r esour ces of  t he l i censee;  
 
      3.  The abi l i t y  of  t he l i censee t o conduct  hor se r aci ng,  
i ncl udi ng t he l i censee' s f aci l i t i es,  syst ems,  manager s,  and 
per sonnel ;  
 
      4.  Past  compl i ance of  t he l i censee wi t h st at ut es,  r egul a-
t i ons,  and or der s r egar di ng hor se r aci ng wi t h par i - mut uel  
wager i ng pr i v i l eges;  
 
      5.  The l i censee' s mar ket ,  i ncl udi ng ar ea,  popul at i on,  and 
demogr aphi cs;  
 
      6.  The per f or mance of  t he hor se r ace meet i ng wi t h 
pr evi ousl y assi gned dat es;  
 
      7.  The i mpact  of  t he assi gnment  of  r aci ng days on t he 
economi c v i abi l i t y  of  t he hor se r aci ng f aci l i t y  i ncl udi ng at t en-
dance and par i - mut uel  handl e;  
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      8.  The quant i t y and qual i t y of  economi c devel opment  and 
empl oyment  gener at ed;  
 
      9.  Commonweal t h t ax r evenues f r om r aci ng and r el at ed 
economi c act i v i t y;  
 
      10.  The ent er t ai nment  and r ecr eat i on oppor t uni t i es f or  
r esi dent s of  t he Commonweal t h;  
 
      11.  The br eeds of  hor se r aci ng;  
 
      12.  The qual i t y of  r aci ng;  
 
      13.  The avai l abi l i t y  and qual i t y of  hor ses;  
 
      14.  The devel opment  of  hor se r aci ng;  
 
      15.  The qual i t y of  t he hor se r aci ng f aci l i t y ;  
 
      16.  Secur i t y;  
 
      17.  Pur ses;  
 
      18.  Benef i t s t o Vi r gi ni a br eeder s and hor se owner s;  
 
      19.  St abi l i t y  i n r aci ng dat es;  
 
      20.  Compet i t i on among hor se r aci ng f aci l i t i es,  ot her  r aci ng 
days and wi t h ot her  pr ovi der s of  ent er t ai nment  and r ecr eat i on as 
wel l  as i t s ef f ect s;  
 
      21.  The soci al  ef f ect s;  
 
      22.  The envi r onment al  ef f ect s;  
 
      23.  Communi t y and gover nment  suppor t ;  
 
      24.  Sent i ment  of  hor semen;  and 
 
      25.  Any ot her  f act or s r el at ed t o t he assi gnment  of  r aci ng 
days whi ch t hat  t he commi ssi on deems cr uci al  t o i t s deci s i on-
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maki ng as l ong as t he same f act or s ar e consi der ed wi t h r egar d t o 
al l  r equest s.  
   D.  Assi gni ng r aci ng days.  I n assi gni ng r aci ng days t o a 
l i censee,  t he commi ssi on shal l  desi gnat e i n wr i t i ng t he t ot al  
number  of  r aci ng days assi gned,  t he dat es wi t hi n whi ch t he r aci ng 
days ar e t o be conduct ed and dar k days,  t he br eed or  br eeds t o be 
ut i l i zed,  t he t ype or  t ypes of  r aci ng t o be of f er ed,  t he hor se 
r aci ng f aci l i t y  wher e t he r aci ng days wi l l  be conduct ed,  and t he 
hour s of  r aci ng.  
 
      1.  The commi ssi on shal l  appr ove,  deny or  gi ve i t s qual i f i ed 
appr oval  t o a r equest  f or  r aci ng days wi t hi n 45 days af t er  a 
publ i c hear i ng,  i f  a publ i c hear i ng was hel d on t he r equest .  
        
      2.  Upon appl i cat i on by t he l i censee,  t he commi ssi on may,  i n 
i t s di scr et i on,  change at  t he begi nni ng of  any cal endar  year  t he 
assi gnment  of  r aci ng days pr evi ousl y made.  
         
      3.   The commi ssi on shal l  r equi r e a bond wi t h sur et y or  a 
l et t er  of  cr edi t  i n wi t hi n t he an amount  of  $1 mi l l i on or  a 
hi gher  amount  i t  det er mi nes t o be suf f i c i ent  as t he commi ssi on 
may r equi r e t o cover  any i ndebt edness,  i ncl udi ng but  not  l i mi t ed 
t o pur ses,  awar ds t o hor semen and moni es due t he Commonweal t h of  
Vi r gi ni a,  i ncur r ed by t he l i censee.  
 
   E.   Deni al  of  r equest  f i nal .  The deni al  of  a r equest  by t he 
commi ssi on shal l  be f i nal  unl ess appeal ed by t he l i censee under  
t he pr ovi s i ons of  t hese r egul at i ons.  
 


